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eminence was stndded with rebel batteries. “To the 


‘| vight, along up. the river, the ridge prolongs itself to. 


“put arin of the river, will | terlea were planted on covery advantageous ,position.. 


te ia Neeping veseestion of the vows, Back of the first ridge is another platesu, and'then 
second terrace of wooded hills, where a second line 


ee te em _of fortifications. were placed. Between the rear of 
the town and the .frat ridge, a canal_runs right and 


, wont cn but elltted tte Falmouth. 


iis ghlik dr'a tna ole dill Chops "Wahniek tie 
suburbs of Fredericksburgh and the first ridge 


THE BATTLE oF PHEDERICKSBIRG ef Mili, wan the teeckes-sat-apenadicnnel the.ibiabe 


Grand Division of the army, under Major-Gen. Sum- 


tle, for ten long hours. 

A word now on the scene of operations of the Left 
- Grand Division, 

Prom the lower part of the town the ridge on which 


, | tt hes occasioned, it caps the climax of the whole | At a.potot amile and » halt below Prederidhitirah, 


veries of the battles of the campaign. ‘The Nation will | two pontoons had been thrown ecross on Thursday 
‘stand aghst at the terrible price which has been paid morning, and on Friday the whole of the Left Grand 


| tor ite lite wiien the: reattion pf thé bdtte-teld of | Divison, under the command of Muj-Gen. Pasi, 


had marched over the river. Daylight of Saturday 
_ Unhappily, like many of our engagements, though found the force drawn up in battle array en this broad 
serving to iustrate the splendid valor of our troops, | plain skirting the Rappahannock. 


ithas failed to accomplish the object sought. The The battle-ground, though very marshy in some 


‘sequel ‘alone can tell, whether the work of to-day is | places, presented a fine field for military evolutions. 
‘to be the prelude to a glorious victory or an ignomin- | The turmpike leading to Fredericksburgh runs about 


of a0- tons defeat. , But the result thus far leaves us with one-half.of a mile from and nearly perallel to the 
Pt a RE SF Fe Poet mony ond ee river:. Beyond is the railroad, and still further be- 


‘Along the whole line the reb- | yond, the woody range of hills in which the enemy 


@ ‘of'| ols hold theirown. Again and again we have hurled |. were strongly entrenched. About s mile and 9 half 


forward. our masses on their position. At each | from Predericksburgh, nearly on the river edge, is 

time the hammer was bsoken on the anvil ! situated A. N. Rapnetas Hep ineseied, aft ie Mne- 
Ihave no heart,in the mood which the events.of | lish style, 

to-day have inspired, to write other than a bald record ‘The line of battle as it appeared in the morning, 
of facts. ‘Whatever there was in the battle scene of was as follows: The Sixth Army Corps, under Gen. 
Ploturesque or sublime--and viewed merely as 8 ‘Sura, (F old force,) on the right, composed 
pectacle « great battle displays these qualities in a | of three divisions, namely: Gen. Nzwrox, on ex- 

‘way that no manifestation of natural forees or of | treme right and rear ; Gen. Buaxs, on the centre, and 
hymen energy ever ‘can—must shrink and shrivel be- | Gen. Hows, on the left. 

fore the awful earnestness of she issue. Of course at |, .The First Army Corps, Gen. Rernoine’, extending 
this moment it is impossible to give more than the | still further to the left, drawn up in the following or- 


mie | most general impressions ;~the phenomena of a bat- | der: Gen. Grsons’ Division on the right, connecting 


fle are too multifarious and complicated for the re- | with Gen. Howz’s; Gen, Maaaws, centre, and Gen, 
‘qoutes of any one observer ; and the man does not | Dovstapar, left, fronting to the southward and rest- 


live who can reproduce with life and truth the reality | ing nearly on the river. This constituted the order in 


PRET oo aati which our forces were drawn up, there being three 


‘theatre of operations to-day extended from 
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| side of the Rappahannock for two miles. The ac- ‘ 


‘with “a brief descrip- 
make the account a little clearer. 

behind the town of Fredericksburgh, 

r . plateau, or smooth field, runniog 

pede aes ofa mile. It then rises for 

fty yards, forming « ridge of ground, 

to the lets for about a quarter of a 

io trae ier tall 


distinct lines of battle. 
Opposed to our right, under Gen, Suman, was the 
yebel left, under command of Gen, Lonesranar.. Op- 


posed to our left, under Gen. Faawxim, was the rebel 


right, under Gen, Jacnson. Gen. Luz, Generalis- 


simo of the Southern army, was in person in com- 


mand of the Confederate forces during the whole day. 
The pign of Gen, Buansips, agreed upon in Coun- 
fonts, Yet Se to plerce the rebel oen- 


tse. Early on the morning of Saturday the order was 


given that Suacay’s left, composed of the Ninth Army 
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forming & coptinucus tine of battle along the river for. 
two miles, the left resting on the river at the point 
where the lower pontoons cross, and the right on 
' Frederickaburgh. - The left wing, comprising the 
‘whole of Faawntin's command, (fifty thousand men.) 
should then bs awung round, as on a pivot formed by 
Buuwzn’s extreme right, resting on Fredericksburgh. 
‘If waccessful in this manquvre, Puawxuin would di- 
vide the rebel line, take possession of the railroad, 
(the line of retreat,) and come in on the flank of the 
rebel works back of Fredericksburgh, While this 
movement was being developed, a division was to be 
sent up from Gen. Sumwza’s command, by the plank 
road, to storm the ridge. If there should be any fail- 
ure in this, 1t was hoped the codperation of Faanxum 
would presently make success certain. Hooxsa’s 
corps was destined to actasa reserve, 

The dawn of Saturday found the forces distributed 
as thus iadicated. It was a fine Virginia morning— 
mild and balmy as a September day, though the mist 


and fog of a late Indien Summer hung over the field 


ofbattle. About 8 o’clock, the Phillips House (the 
headquarters of Gen. Sunmza, about a mile from the 
river on the north side, and where, by the kind hospt- 
tality of the ‘Jarge-hearted old soldier, I had been 
staying for some time during 8 spell of camp-tover) 


Gen. Bontina ind Gen, Hedin jolned Ges. ama 


here, and the balcony and grounds in front were 
presently filled with officers and Aides. 


It was with alarm and pain I found a general: want 
of confidence and gloomy forebodings among some 
men whose sound judgment I had learned to trust. 
The plan of attacking the rebel stronghold directly 
in front would, it was feared, prove a most hesardous 
enterprise, and one of which there 1s no successful 
example in military history. It was doubted that the 
codperation of the right and left, according te the 
programme, would admit of practical executions, 
and things were ‘generally at loose ends. “The 
ehess-board,” said Narouzon at Wagram, “ is dread- 
fully confused ; there ig but I that see through it.” 
‘Weal felt that the fret part of the remark was ap 
plicable to our own case. But did we all feel equally 
confident thet there was in our case an “I” that “sew 
through #7" 

About 113 o'clock I crossed the Rappahannock on 
the upper pontoon bridge, and pessed through the 
town of Frederickeburgh, along the main street. At 
this time brisk skirmishixg was going on in the out- 
skirts of the town, the rebel sharpehooters stubbornly 
contesting every inch of the ground as our skirmish- 
ers advanced, Caroline, or Main-street, was ocoupied 
by Gen. Kneaiu’s, Gen. Fsnazne’s, and Acting Gen. 
Zoon's Brigade, with portions of Hanoocx’s Division; 
the latter, with his artillery, lined the bank of the river 


| tm the neighborhood of the middle crossing, which is, 


just below the rallroad bridge. Other troops from the . 
corps of Gens. Wneox and Cover occupied the 
other streets of the town nearer the line of advance. 
Our batteries replied. across the river, covering the 
advance of our forces, 

‘ In the meantime Padmxum had been for a couple 


of hours briskly engaged with the enemy on the left. | fi 


Phe force in Fredericksburgh had driven the rebels 
out of the suburbs of the town and rested their col- 
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will be exposed to the'fire, Stst, of the enemy's sharp- | titery, and ‘Third Mow 
shooters, posted behind a stone wall running along | materially in the dise 
the base of the ridge—of a double row of rifie-pits on | 10 the lack ofr 
“the rise of the crest—of the heavy batteries behind aE eRe Lo 
strong field-works that stud the top of the hill—of s thoy remsined-—threc-quastetyiet:3 ; 
powerful infantry foree now lying 
these—of a plunging fire frou: the batteries on the 
lower range—of a double enfilading fire from “can- 
non to right of tiem, cannon to Jef of them.” &. 
bastopolwas nothalfiae strong. “  * 
The tine of battle was formed by Cover’s Corpe, (the 
Second,) composed of the Divisions of Fxancn, Hax- 
coox and Howanp, the left of the lne abutting o | 55 
Bruna’ Divielon of Wmioex's: Corpe;-(the Winth.) Ps sears wh 
The first advanced was Faxnon’s, composed of {the a bs 
brigades of Kuwait, Moan and Wansa, supported | 1» worm usrolinn si 
by Hanooon’s Division, consisting of we sare! Gen. Grazons’ was’ 


Caxpwat, Zoox and Mascaza. 


Forming hie men under cover of « susil knoll tn 
the rear of the town, skirmishers were deployed to ‘Maine Be 
eet tte i ie rat 
the same time, moved Eee 6 ieee 
the raflroad. 

‘The moment they exposed themselves ase 
read, forth burst the deadly hail. From the rifie-pits 
came the murderously-aimed missiles ; from the bat- 
teries, tier above tier, on tne terraces, shot planes of 
fire; trom the enfilading cannon, distributed on the 
aro of a circle two miles in extent, came cross show- 
ersof shot and shel. 

Imagine, if yeu can, for my resources are unequal 

to the task of telling you, the situation of that gal- 
lant but doomed division. . 

Kbross the plain for 6 while they sweyh wailer this 
fatal fire. They were literally mowed dows. The 
bareting shelis make great gaps in their ranks; but 
these are presently filled by the “ closing up” ef;the en wihiia the: 
line, ir tesa ae et 9 eae “Gen. ‘Baran was 6 
passed over a greater part of the tuterval and have, net 
almost reached the bese of the hill, when brigade | 1 trait 6 pol tnd Cis “le 
‘after brigade of rebels rise up on the. crest and pour | » eure pn e es 
in fresh volleys of musketsy et hort range, ‘To stely con a to raat itll 
those who, through the giass,.leoked on, it was « aioe dai om 
parlous sight indeed. ‘Fiech end blood could net ea- Peron ae 
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TThe iss: the. shah hetvaioneess tee tne caly 
thing from which our men had to suffer, Thinking 
to silence the enemy's guns, our batteries planted on 
the biuif, on the north side of the river, embracing the 
4 sloge guns, some battetics of 20-pounder Parrots 
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the positions of the three Judges, who consti-' 


tet ay 6 we CL Cat || missing.” For an expedition, numbering, sc- 
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other three grand. divisions, at. Fredericks- | doubtediyis marked. with all his .character- 
burgh—if the heavy reinforcements which | jstic cleatnéss, We trust it will pat forevér | 
had been sent. from, Washington ‘and. else-. atrest the gross misconceptions that have 
where, were constantly increasing Bunysis's | existed respecting American citizenship— 
strength—if the battle of Saturday were only | misconceptions that es have long 
® reconnoissance in force by less than 2 | ‘been in the habit of turning to the worst-ac- | 
4 moiety of Buansipe’s troops, followed.by no | ‘count. Say that the, free negto ie a citizen, 
‘| disastrous resulis—end especially if, as was ee of tens of thousands at 
represented, the battle were on the very eve | once conjure up dreadful. visiotis of 1iégro: 
of being renewed on & more stupendous scale | equality. It is taken for granted, that if a 
——why shouid.he bring back his entire army to'| citizen, he must be a’voter, and be entitled to, 


id 
if 


enemy’s country, crossing two rivers on the 
route, and aiming at a vital point of the rebel 
country—we must say the above fruits do 
not seem Jarge. The is 
obvious, If this is all that could be done,’ 
that was intended to be done, Gen. Hover hi 
done almost as well tohave remained at Hel- 
ena, and saved his transportation and the wear = 
and tear of his men and animals. 


lose than thirteen mill 
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And so of Gen. Surkway. Why did he 


this side of the Rappahannock, when the suc- | every civil pri e. The ides is preposter- Eres 
| cessful crossing of that river, four days: be- || ous. Sinaia has nothing to .do with “— Eeciags pba gr aedeyr gs 551 
Sheena : : fore, had er arainy dvr dalla ncsceese | yang: Every American woman is a oH “evi ; of Gen. @ heat net 3 
; fa heavy. wind « by the: pres | there waa 4 hitch, somewhere in the carrying ‘ohild that was born an hour ago, of fhe met form ‘one grand army that should be able to “whieh lasied i . sane 


out of the plan of operations? Could’ it be, poverty-stricken American parents, is a citi-’ 

that was no such plan as the grand one: pumtdaek 30. susty: ® citizen as the lordliest. 

} oF. wach won in:-the jand in. - the. prime.of life. ||" 
for public. eal "ie wonsan does'nt Woke, the child dove a | 

bet : : mi | vote ; nor need the. O10 man, 
, an > indice that. $60, i'n citizen, if free a = Ue, ee ee oe 
too ‘tebe | Men talk of the elective franchise, but con- done in the 
at the | stantly forget its meaning: The’ very detint- || : < 
‘accounts we had had by telegraph of Satur. | tion of a franchise is a right granted, in dis- 
‘Gay's baitle were grovelf false, and. that’ tinction from.a tight inherent. In. respect’ 
x, 2 bots » Acar Reve ‘ow mex | Vurarmy had suffered a disastrous repulso-on | toauffrage, the right is granted by the Constitu- | 
a etter from Port Royal, 8. C., | buy jals, and me racts, ¢ that day, instead of meéting with the hopeful | tion, and sa this grant changes, the right! 
States that it here hed act 4 A by the Boerd,) on | degree of success which’ had encouraged the | changes. There is not a State in the Union |’ 
public. Every one had his own conjecture in 
the premises. But no one could*bode’ from | 
the movement anything cheerful or hopeful ; 
and the firm and courageous feeling of the 
previous day was changed into one of depres- | 
sion and gloom. 

We think the full and detailed Latter of. our 
Virginia correspondent, penned upon the field 
ae fect pasfu! in the enterpri » the Manual prepare » Ole of battle, but published only this‘morning, as 
4 i® engaged, and w fies. | fps Pmbers ele sihed | its transmission to us was delayed by causes 
te returned command } P* beyond our control, will help to clear up the 
mystery of Gén: Bunasivg’s sadden and un- 
expected movement to this side of the. Rap- 
pahannock. That letter shows us that the 
battle of Saturday was @ far greater action 
than had been supposed——that in fact, it.was 
in most respects the greatest batile of the war 
—that the -whole of Bugysibr’s Army (ex- 
cepting the colamn_of Siest up the river,) was 
engaged ; and, ‘we are sorry to say, it shows 
that we met with repulse, but tem- 
porary in” its effects We. believe; ‘but 
stil} very, much-.more-- grievous, general, 
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in which the grant is not. a qualified one. It 


is extended only to those of*a certain age: 
ee aaciata ‘denid Peni sgnaeeiaial tain enough of the entire Union occupation of e- 


fision it; ini Gidet of the States, colored men | **sulpel,in-view-or the combined: meve- f°: 7S ceo 
and dre. cxtludéd: from it; in: Con-| contig A is ree: ~ ronan bee aoe BD 
ameics” thei who cannot rela and) sen — mal v8 ; by Head = oft er 
write are. excluded’ from ft; in ‘some ‘of’ an waaaadigieaE St: 

“ scripts,” and-they,.. their negroes and their | of 


the: States those who-do not: own’a céf-* 
cotton crops left to the tender mercies of the enue, and all discharges 
tain amount of property, or a certain descri 
aber d! Pl Yankees { ner of Ni 


n of pro are excluded from { 
tio py perty, . im A night has changed all that. Hovsy re- 
State, through ,its Constitution, contgols the 
; turns bootiess te Helena. Surauan, seeking 
matter as it likes. It can extend the franchise 
his.old base, resumes command of the blufis 
or curtail it as it chooses. This power? is. in- 
at Memphis, and Gaayr sticks in the mud at | or three hundred tl 
separable from the State sovereignty; and be- Oxford. - Ge? Moo in clear in the Seventeenta ¢ : 
longs ‘to that’ sdvereigaty exclusively. Tlie oot ducn tha Mi , re b: «No doubl has! advanced t 


National Government: has nothing to do 
with it, Céngress ca “mike citizens ig réason. for ‘this sudden change. of_ pro- 


through its laws. of naturalization, but, it 
cannot make voters. There are naturalized | 
people who cannot vote; there are non-nata: | 
falized people who'can vote. In many ofsthe | 
Western States’ foreigners Jegally vote ‘afer | 
one or two years’ stay in the country, though }. 


We were sanguine enough and almost cer- 
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shall probably be satisfied with it. Butbeing pres 
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and disastrous than wé had beés. officially led 
to. suppose. To “that ‘etter ‘we. refer those 
-who.desire to obtain. a comprehensive view of 
the fierce and tremendous eogagement that 
‘from * ‘ti night of Saturday 

| last on-the south bank of the Rappahannock. 
The public, of course, will feel. ery much 
discouraged at the sight of ita 
reveals. itself..to . their gaze. > scene 
opened so finely ec Tuatatiy. batt they ex- 
pected it would continue to be illaminated 
‘with glory until the arsival of the expected 
hour when our, fluttering banners should be 
borne into Richmond with the sweep of a 


by the National laws-a-stay of five years is 


necessary for naturalization, The question f 


whether colored. men.-shall. vole. or not-is 
‘putely a State question, and in no. capacity has 
the National Governinent ‘anything to. do With 
it. Theepinionof the Attorney-General will 
have and cam have no more beariig upon 
that matter than a chapter in the Aleoran. 

If we aré asked what’ practical -advan- 
tajes the -biack man“ean gain . by ‘a re- 
versal-of the Dred Scott dicta, we. shall an- 
swer that they must be small at. most. It 
simply confers upon his.race a few inconsid: 
érable rights, like that of commanding vessels; 


have light soon on these important.and rather | 





perplexing matters we hope. 


Unraw Sorsisap-Dabrethie | rens—Dericrsnr Suppires:: 07 
Govenwusnt CuRREXcY.—In answer. to some 
inquiries in the Tiszs, why the ‘soldiers are 
not paid, and certain other. inquiries ‘to the canada 
same effect propounded .in -Congrese, a cor- Gans. Baamanp ang. ac Peer 
respondent in another column makes what is Corps of Engineers, = ee os 
apparently a sufficient response. He alleges 70TH 4 S80CLi 
that the contractors are not exerting them- . 
selves as they might to meet the demand of 
the Treasury for paper. currency, and that | From what i 4 

until they concentrate all their efforts ‘ang | “o*et ie enemy's 
were bound to réspect,” uttered a libel upon | machinery. upon the. Government work the net ne Raeban 
every State of the Union; for there ‘was not ‘actual evil Wiagernem © The point seems to 

J one. of them, Slave or. Free, which, had not.| be RGR ee 

l epacted Jaws, fox the. protection..of Jie) tention of the Secretary of 

and liberty; and property, applicable, : either: 

| im: partial. or in . full, measure,,.to: free: 

black men as..well 28 to white, The asser- 
tioy was as false histoyically; as it-was un- |) 

justifiable morally: | It wa¢-prompted, doubt” 

less; by @ désire to give @ sort of judicial 

sanction tothe thodern doctrine that Slavery 

4 js’ divine institution, for which all black men 

were intended; but it was couched in such 

extravagant phrase that it was impossibie for. 

; nay oe <E sooeigh tnrvintiginone bode: 

1 ceived by dt... -~ 

«| .Thougt the opiniop f the “Attorney-Gen> 

eral confer wery little: “positive: benefit upon’ 

at | the black inn, itis! pe valuable | 
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that of obtaining passports, and that of -sti+ 
ing in the National Courts, which not one in 
a hundred. thousand ‘of them’ would évér 
exercise. So “far “as the’ great’ funda- 
mental “tights are concerned—the rights 
of life, liberty and property—the condition 
of the free black man becomes no betier by his 
being. a citizen. .He has jalways been. pro- 
tected in those rights, like any other individ- 
ual-in:the community; whether ‘a citizen or 


not, Chief-Justice Taxzy, in declaring that 
“plack’mén had no rights’ which white men 
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a tao wb Office eee, ey ate, in om. Sid FC hundred and fifty thousand gallant soldiers of 
re. eum, tothe rebel army, nose , "| tie: Uiton,. But ‘Instead of xthls, the bright 
ter, the fi 1 St , Lrowe ness of Thursday darkens into the carnage 
and gore of Saturday ; and to-day we behold | 
our, great army, its banners drooping and 
dripping with blood, @Héaiaped ‘on the spot 
from which, less than a brief week ago, it 
started.out.on its work of conquest. 
It. is discouraging, and. none nal 9 Sek 
would attempt to conceal it. 
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